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to the Editor.
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Happy Holidays from Racers at Rest!
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(Continued from page) in 1914, Car | s o monsterbulttofavbod.clstedd ofo f
ACoal Oil 06 as a fuelésthel500 wasf$l.80,iswelydhavingithe 2x4 boards placed side
appearance in the 1914 Indianapoa record that will never be broken. by side on edge, the builders of the

lis 500. That year Carlson was ficoal Oi | & c&adagm t6aﬁk hi?déeft space be-

part of the Maxwell team, a team turned to Indianapolis in May tween the boards and into those

that included Eddie Rickenbacker. 1915 after the Maxwell team ’had spaces they poured a
The Maxwell racers had been de- of tar and gravel. Drivers likened

signed by Ray Harroun, winner of racing on the Tacoma boards to

the first 500mile event, to run on driving through a meteor storm of

kerosene, or as it was also known stones and splinters.

coal oil.

Carlson started the 1914
classic in 5th and managed a 9th .
place finish. Remarkably he mad
just one pit stop during the course

switched from kerosene to gaso-
line, and once again Carlson com-
pleted the 200 lap grind to finish
'9th after sixplus hours behind the
wheel. Carlson made the decision

to start the event on worn tires

believing that they would give him

better traction and control.

Therebds no record as
of his 500 mile adventure and his riding mechanic Paul Frantzen,

used, according to history, just 30 a young man just getting his start

gallons of kerosene. Given that The Tacoma track was & in the racing game, agreed with

coal oil was about 6 cents a gallonmuch feared @nile hightbanked car | sono6s deci si on,
reason to think otherwise.

Billy Carlson met his end
ust five weeks after the 1915 Indi-
anapolis race during an event at
the Tacoma Speedway near Ta-
coma, Washington, July 4, 1915.

STILL WAITING... The early stages of the
race were uneventful for Carlson

and Frantzen but late in the event,
with the checkered flag just miles
away, their mighty Maxwell racer
blew a tire. The wheel rim caught
one of the spaces between the
boards, Carlson lost control, and
Carlson, Frantzen, and the Max-
well rocketed off the top of the
track.

Frantzen was killed in-
stantly. Carlson, though rushed to
a hospital, died soon after arrival.
He was just 25 years old.

Now, finally, after 97
years, William Henry
Carlson has a marker for his final
> %% resting place thanks to the kind

e AR e - 5 generosity of the many supporters

Driver Arthur Greiner and riding mechanic Samuel Dicksop ~ ©Of the Racers at Rest project.
(just barely visible on the other side of the steering wheel) are reqdy
to face the 500 mile test that was the 1911 Indianapolis 500, but their Like so manv others on
race would end in an accident just 30 miles into that event. Greiner . y ol
was injured in the crash but Sam Dickson was killed instantly. Dick- our list, we know very little about

son thus became the I ndianapoll ib&gfékqo%ﬁiﬁ:nkéﬁhféeﬁigrfta'tsa'n
resting place in Rosehill Cemetery in Chicago remains unmarked [af- ’
ter more than 100 years (Continued on pag8)

Honoring Our Racing Heroes in Their Eternal Slumber
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SEARCHING FOR records, that Ross was born May 8, 1905 in
THE CYCLONE Hilliard, Ohio, to mother Emma Merchant and
father Loraid Ross.
After over a decade of hoping to place a marker The area around Columbus, Ohio
on the grave of Curtis f[CygnhsPh&eEbedh o base¥dr Rodsddr ! S €
the stone in place is an incredibly moving experience.| most of his adult life. We also know that he
) ) ) ) spent a considerable period of time in Chicago
| think back to meeting Columbus racing histo{ 5 nd was 1i kel y a part of
rian Mike Gerrapy and hearing there was a black racel yicane Hot Rod Association. Perhaps his con-
driver buried somewhere in Columbus and sharinghi§ hnecti on to the Hurricane
feelings that his grave deserved a marker. Thatwas Qvek i - k n a me ACyclone. o We
a decade ago. won at least one feature while running with an
) ) African American racing organization and that
Mike researched it and found the cemetery. he probably drove a midget on more than one
Racers At Rest board member Steve Estes attempted tocasion.
find the grave, but could only narrow it to a small sec-
tion of Wesley Chapel Celmete ﬁ%d'ywﬁkn@vcmuqr‘mw%bwtthﬁe st
side. Cycloneds death han we
_ _ ~ OnJuly 23, 1949 Ross travelled to the
I'n the meanwhil e, wi tlhi/4Milekrm@dadd Park dpgedway it Countilac t e d
libraries in lowa and chatted with folks at courthouses| Biuffs, lowa across the Missouri River from
and poured over news cl i|p@rhaha) Sebr@ska for &ihet rod mdea | acci de
clippings filled with inaccuracies. And, after a cemetefy
visit, | lay in bed one night and realized that there werg¢ da Rososnvxtgg :fastil:ﬁp \c/)\fittr? Zéﬁaﬁcdii\%:hgm
enough headstones in that section that, with enough = Iyi ckham (g someti me s fepor
spikes, strinAg and patience, | should be able to find Cy- when a third driver, Bill Pettit, tried to pass the
cloneds grave. pair by driving between them. The gap, if one
With orange string strung across a wide area df existed, closed and Pettit was the worst for it.
) ) o His car did several quick barrel rolls before
that section Steve had identified, | called a cemetery landina on its wheels. Pettit. 21 vears old. died
worker to the location. Looking at the crude records ge instant% of a broken ﬁeck ety ’
had and at my maze of string, he looked at me and sajid y :
the words | wanted to helar: fAhedlayhodPark progoter announced
that the following weekds
By now | knew more about Ross than, probablly, as a benefit for the young widow Pettit left be-
any surviving family menbhknds knowéand there are su
vivors. (Continued on pagé)
A grandson now knows the marker is in place. ke '_ ol bl
suspect there is a nephe - ; :
know he has a cousin in Chicago, but | do. % A RACER AT REST %
But what | definitel y|I CURTIS CYCLONE RO_SS_-
Ross knows he is buried in a propemiarked grave, and| ESs.’ 5% 4% 5 L1 LR || A'A T S V1]
| know that because | stood beside that stone and told S
him. || PLACED BY NATIONAL SPRINT CAR MUSEUM
--Rick Yocum
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We will never know :
whether Cyclone Ross returned t
Playland the following week be-
cause he felt s
widow, or because he was in-
volved in the fatal accident and h
felt some sense
death, or simply because he had
run well at Playland and, as a
racer, wanted to return to a track
that had been good for him, but
July 30, 1949 found Ross back inj
the Playland Park pit area.

Questions remain as to
whether either the July 23 or Jul
30 events were sanctioned by the : L PR o e’ e Seiad
Hurricane Hot Rod Association, ( Above) Curtis fACycloneo Ross worKks
but what is known isthat Rossar Sol di er Fi el d during one of Andy Gr
Flickham/Flinchein were once ciation events in 1948. Note the absence of any sort eévell protec-
again running together on the trar tion in the hot rods of that era.
on July 30, but this time with Ross
trailing by a bit.

oLt >
il il By

was more than the community tion of Ross®6 grave
o could tolerate and, depending on would not be able to place a

At some pointin one of  which report you believe, either  marker. Thankfully, that issue has
the races hel d thgrédmotdradngoverfhem 8u0 beeh FesolvedSee the sidebar on
ran up the back of the car driven  thorities canceled all future hot rodPage 3)
by Flickham/Flinchein and was  events at Playland. At least one of
launched into a series of endler  the reports had theebraskaAt-
end tumbles. C Yoknkyl GenerBl Gréiefirlg the e
At onre of age o ent: Hewascellation, a remarkable achieve: — severa times in this newsletter,

: ’ y Steve Estes, a member of the Rac-

Newspaper accounts re- Was in lowa, beyond the Nebraskaer)S at Rest committee, was con-
ported that Pet tAittt®d n@iyd & Need Adplpsend \indeht Baker. His fa-
$1,396. 75, over $130t5m0e0r irne ptoordtatyePrSaricRoBaker, d masséd
money, adjusted for inflation. age at death as 32, suggesting thaaway at 73 in 2012.

Two deaths in two weeks RO0ss might have lied about his At his fatheros

I n the months sirt
name was added to the Racers at
Rest list and he was mentioned

age. At44 Rosswaslikely — jncant spoke with other family
among the oldest drivers com- members and learned that his
peting. grandfather had been a race car
For a very long time we driver who died in a racing acci-
knew little more about Curtis  dent. His name: Curtis Ross.

Rosso6 |ife than C%RNEbL%éa?clqbroiudht the
preceding paragraphs. We \/incant 1o the Racers at Rest web-

knew which cemetery held site and he was sqon i touch with
(Above) One of CROSiSd WMOSI @At WigEA Estes ut o
sons, Chicago police officer Curtis| cemetery records made it .

R. Baker, killed in the line of duty | unlikely that we would ever be We learned from Vincent

June 2, 1984. able to identify the precise loca- (Continued on pag@)
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